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FUTURE MISERY. 
Explanations of. several Texts which the 

Author * The Scriptures, has produced 

to prove a state of future misery, or 

misery after the death of the body. 

i have undertaken to-answer this writer, 
irom @ conviction of its necessity, and that 
information may be given to those, who 
are ready to halt between the two opinions. 
Ido not believe, with some of our breth- 
ren, that the difference between this Author 
and a universalist is sufficent to justify a 
separation or to interrupt their connection , 
and correspondence, or to impede their | 
walking together in full charity as chris- , 
tians ; for both may be honest and well 
disposed, the one equally with the other. 

Having exhibited my reply in the 20th 
number, I now will attend to some of the 
passages which he has produced in sup- 
pert of future misery. The first text, to: 
which I shall attend is in Ezekiel xviii. 4. 
‘The soul that sinneth, it shall die. ‘This 
writer says, page 118, that, the lusts of the 
carthly man in many Mstances are, no 
doubt, an excitement to sin; but all this is_ 
abortive until the soul grants permission ; 
therefore the soul is responsible jor the de- 
fault, the sacrifice of the body cannot be 
accepted. 

Explanation of the Text. | 

The prophet is refuting a proverb, which 
was used in Israel, vpat the fathers have 
caten sour grapes and the children’s teeth , 
are set on edge. *AgI live, saith the Lord , 
God, ye shall not, have occasion any more _ 
touse this proverb in Israel; behold all, 
souls are mine 3 as the soul of the father, so_ 
also the soul of the son is mine 3 the soul 


' 


| of man, the appetite, disposition, and the 
very person of man himself, are almost uni- 
versally if scripture meant by the soul._— 
| Thus, Gen. it. 7,asd man became a living 
soul; i. e. a Living creature. Psalm xlix. 
8, Redemptton of their soul is precious :— 
| Life is precious. Exod. xxx. 12, Ransom 
for his soul: for his life. See also Eze- 


Kiel, iii. 19; Luke xii. 203 Psa. Ixxii. 133 
Prov. xi. 30 3 Isai. Ivii. 13.5 Peter iii. 20, 


dc. &c. ‘Thus the soul, on which so much 


stress is laid generally means the life, per- 


son, appetite, disposition, &c. of men.— 


‘Thus this text, ‘ the soul that ‘sinneth it 


shall die,’ can prove nothing in this writer’s 
behalf, for itdies with the body ; itis exe 


‘tinct when the body ceases to live, as really 
as that ofa beast when it dies ; its wrath, 


anger, malice and every evil propensity dies 
with the body. 
But we are further told by our esteemed 


friend, ‘ that the pains, from which Christ 


was loosed must have been those of which 
he partook after his crucifixion’ From 
necessity auda full and clear conviction 
that our Saviour’s sufferings ended when 
he said itis finished, when he bowed his 
head and gave up the ghost ; I must dissent 


in opinion from the above sentence. 


Christ certainly did not need the alembic 
or purifying fire for himself, and if he en- 
dured it for us, it would be natural to sup- 
pose that we should thereby, be freed from 
it. One of the two things would follew ;-- 
that Christ needed this purifying fire for 
himself: or that he endured in our stead : 
the former, our Author would deny; the 
latter, if he admits it, would overthrow his 
scheme of future suffering for us. * 















that sinneth it shall die; i.e. the person, Christ’s preaching to the spirits in prison, 
that sinneth shall die; if the father sin, or ‘is, in my opinion, not rightly interpreted by 
the mother, or the child ; let it be which it our friend. 1 Peter iii. 19. By which also he 
may, the one that sins shall die ; i. e. there | went and preached to the spirits in prison. 
‘sno transfer of the father’s or mother’s} There appears to be no difffeulty in un- 
sin tothe son, or of the son’s to either of derstanding Peter, if we are not too fond of 
the parents or to any body else. The per- the marvelousy and are contented with the 
son, who sinnethy must die. Now what has ' plainness and simplicity of seripture. | 

all this todo with misery beyond the grave?; That Christ, between the time of his crit: 
Butan objector may say that death is threat- | cifixion and resurrection, should, by h: 
ened against the soul, and that this ean be spirit, go and preach to spirits confined + 
zo where but beyond the grave. ‘Phe life | prison, was never, in my mind, a. ration. 
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idea, and I am very certain that if this be Sodom and Gomorrah were committing for- 
Peter’s meaning, that it isthe only passage | nications and going after strange flesh in 
:n all the scriptures, which gives an idea | the time when Jude wrote their history >— 
like it; it stands alone and is without any | Or will he not rather say, that Jude wrote 
similar text : consequently I reprobate the | an history or gave an account of the Sed- 
idea, and consider the following to be Pe. | omites, which took place 1964 years after 
ter’s meaning, VIZ. that the spirit of God, | their destruction ? every sexseble man will 
by which Christ was raised from the dead, | subscribe tu the fatier, aud imy friend (for 
was that spirit, which excited the patriarchs, | he is known to be a man of seuse) among 
prophets and apostles, and all true minis-| the rest. W hat, then, had Jude to do or 
ters in all ages to preach to the human fam- | to declare with respect to the then state of 
ily, Jews and Gentiles, who were and are | the Sodomites 3 or of their situation when 
spirits ia the prison of pollution and dark-| he wrote f L answer, that he undertook to 
ness, as were the blind, disobedient sons of say nothing about it. Notwithstanding the 
mento whom Noah, by the same spirit, | verb and three participles are of the pres- 
preached in his day. Noah, by the spirit) ent time, it isa sentence the very form of 
of Christ, preached to the sinners of the old | which, proves that it is a relation of past 
world, who were spirits in the prison Of) transactions, and is recited as a warning 
sin and blessedness at that time ; they were| and admonition. It speaks of the angels 
prisoners of hope. So Isai. Ixi. 1. ‘The who kept not their first estate as a transac. 
spirit of the Lord is upon me: because he} tion past 5; and then says,even as Sodom 
hath annointed me to preach good tidings 3 and Gomorrah, &c.  ‘Vhus I conceive that 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the] this passage wes never designed by Jude to 
opening of the prison to them that are shew what the state of the Sodomites was, 
bound : to open the blind eyes, to bring |; at the time of his writing 5 but only, as a 
out the prisoners from the prison and them | warning to point out the awful destruction, 
that sit in darkness out of the prison house: | which betel them long before he wrote. 
consequently I consider all the preaching But the fire was eternal, an objector will 
of all the true preachers in the whole world| say, and they suffered the vengeance of it. 
(the great preacher being comprehended, ) | I answer, they did suffer the vengeance oc; 
to have taken place in this life and that noj fire, which was eternal ; but did they suffer 
part of it was ever performed in another or) it eternally ? Tt says no such thing, and it 
future state after death. any believe this, it would overthrow the 

The restoration of Sodom and her daugh-| scheme of any restoration. What then. it 
ters, Samaria and Jerusalem with their} will be inguired, does Jude ees “ae 
danghters, &e. is that which our brethren} he means, that the fire which destroyed the 
believing in future punishment for a time, | Sodomites was eternal, and that their sn 
bring forward as a proof of thesame. * The | cring of it was momentary or only lone e- 
Scriptures, who is our author to whom we | nough to destroy tiem AE OP it PP 
allude, says, ‘ Notwithstanding Jude, the | short, if that fire was eternal and the Sodom- 
apostle speaks of them as yet set forth as'ites suffered it one miupte or one moment, 
an example, soflering the vengeance of aio- | they suffered the vengeance of eternal fire. 
nian fire—therefore they had misery after} Now Ezekiel says that Sodom and. her 
this mortal existence was ended.’ Page ‘daughters, with Samaria and Jerusalen 


te 


118. J appeal to all Grammarians wheth-! and their daughters shall be restored. | 
cer here is not a mistake in grammar. Read | ask to what shall they be restored > Shall 
Jude 7th verse. Even as Sodom and Go | they be restored totheir several countries by 
morrah and the cjties about them in like man- a return of their descendants to the ancicnt 
ner, giving themselves over to fornication country of their fathers? If there be any 
and going after strange flesh, are sct forth such promises (and it seems that there are) 
for anexample suffering the vengeance of sucha restoration will undoubtedly take 
eternal fire. I grant that the verb are and place in due time ; but its beins deferred 

- . . e Pal a ” ° 2 : . - La + * 
the participle suffering, are both of the s0 long proves nothing as to the porifying 
present time. But does the declaration of fire of the ancient inhabitants of which out 

° . . ’ « > Q i j y , a" 4 Ae : . it : H 
Jude in this manner, prove that the Sodo- Author speaks. Will they with all mankind 
mites were suffering when ne wrote that be restored to life from death and the crave 
sentertce ? If it docs let us look farther in in the restitution of all things of which God 
ha "ore . > 7 tie} a] 29>. ~ be r . be és bbs rd 
oe ort verse 5 “ two participles, giving has spoken f Their.case in this, with that 
and going, are in the present tense. Now of all mankind will be similar ; they were 
~villouy Author say that the inhabitants of sown in corruption, in dishonor, in weake 
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ness, and their’s was a natural body ;— 
their’s, with all mankind will be raised in 
honor, in power, in incorruption and a spi- 
ritual body. Thus I have mentioned the 
two restorations, on which, only, any ar- 
gument can be formed as to a release from 
a purifying fire; hut neither of these can 
warrant any person in making. them a re- 
lease from misery afier death. Thus Sod- 
omand her daughters, with Samaria and 
Jerusalem and their daughters will be re- 
stored. 

{ feel that the matter of this subject is 
jmportant ; how far I haye done justice to 
it, is for others to determine 3 all I can say 
is, | have acted, in the case, according to 
ny best light and understanding. 

There are objections as to the ten- 
dency of the doctrine of immediate happi- 
ness after death, to which I may pay atten- 
tio in some future number.—eEpiror. 





fo the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

Sin—My object of addressing you again, 
through the medium of the Gospel Advo- 
cate, (so called) is to shew that the serip- 
tures most conclusively prove that there will 
not only be a general judgment—that God 
will judge the world—the quick and the 
dead by Jesus Christ—but that the finally 
impenitent, or such as die in a state of un- 
reconciliation to God, will be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the pres 
ence of the Lord and from the glory of his 
power, when he (Christ) shall come to be 
glorified in his saints, and to be admired in 
all them that believe, ia that day.” Hlav- 
ing read many of your writings, IT was indu- 
ced to believe that you was prepared to de- 
ny, should you be pressed, what many uni- 
versalists have denied—a belief in a gener- 
al judgment, and that any of our race will 
be punished in another mode of being. Oa 
reading your Advocate of the 25th ult. | 
found that I was not mistaken. Oh, dela- 
sion! delusion !—* The serptgt said to the 
woman, in the day thou eatést thereof thou 
shalt not die.” The end or close of the 
law, the dispersion of the Jews, the destruc- 
tion of the Temple by the Romans, and 
the introduction of the glorious gospel of 
God our Saviour ; it seems, is a key of in- 
ter pretation, which is to serve you, as well 
as many other less informed universalists, 
upon various turns; for you labor almost 
incessantly to accommodate it, not only to 
the 25th chap, of Mat. but to many other 
passages of scripture, treating of the same 
great and awful events. But, sir, permit 
me here to observe, that the sincere and de- 





vout prayer of the pious Christian is, that 
you may be enabled to discern between 
truth and error; and in future interpret 
scripture agreeably to its true import.—. 
Without making any further preliminary 
remarks, I shall proceed, as proposed, to 
shew, that before Christ resigns up his mes 
diatorial kingdom to God the Father, that 
he shall appear a second time in our world, 
to judge the quick and the dead.“ All nas 
tions shall be gathered before him, and he 





{Shall separate them, the one from the oth- 


er, as the shepherd divideth the sheep from 
the goats;”? (which mean believers and un- 
believers,) and he shall place them, the one 
part on his right hand, and the other on his 
left. Then follows the different sentences 
which he will pronounce upon them, and 
the full effect which these sentences will 
take in the everlasting punishment of the 
wicked, and the eternal or everlasting bles- 
sedness of the righteous,see Mat. 25th chap. 
During the discussion of this all important 
subject, I shall not only claim your serious 
and prayerful attention, but solicit the im- 
partial attention of your readers, (which 
you modestly boast of bein,s numerous, and 
may the God of ail grace crown my feeble 
efforts with success, as far as they may be 
in accordance with his holy will and pleas- 
ure. And he commanded us to preach 
unto the people, and to testify that it is he 
who was ordained of God to be the judge 
of the quick and dead.” Acts x. 42. 
cause Ile (God) hath appointed a day in 
the which he will judge the world in right. 
eousness, by that man whom he hath ors 
dained; whereof he hath given assurance 
unto all men.in that he hath raised him from 
the dead.” chap. xvii. $1. Nut more cer- 
tainly was Christ the Son of God raised 
from the dead, than he shall judge the 
world, both quick and dead ; and that the 
Infinite Jehovah hath appointed the time 
for its accomplishment. “ For God shall 
bring every work into judgment, with eves 
ry seeret thing, whether it be good, or whe- 
ther it beevil.” Phe prophet Daniel, in 
describing the judgment says, “ I beheld 
till the thrones were east down, and the 
Ancient of days did sit, whose garments 
i was white as snow, and the hair of his head 
like the pure wool; his throne was like 
the firey flame, and his wheels as burning 
fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth 
from before him; the judgment was sit, and 
the books were opened.” Dan. vii. 9, 10. 
How sublime, as well as alarming, is the 
language here used-—is it not suflicient to 
‘cause the stoutest, and, may we not say, 
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the most invulnerable heart to tremble and 
to fear? The spirit which searcheth all 


We are pleased to publish Brother Fitz's 


| prospectus for the Sth vol. of the GosprL 


things, even the deep things of God, only; Hepat, published in New-York, as it con- 


ive s ccription of the awful)... ? 
could give such a descrip é | tains, in our opinion, much excellent mat- 


© \ ‘ > y * one ' 
scene, and one so well caiculated to restrain | 


the vilest passions. Oh! my dear sir, that 
we might be so wise and so happy as to be 
duly and truly prepared, in that great and 
solemn day, to give up our accounts to our 
impartial judge with joy and not with grief. 
Much evidence is to be found fora future 
and general judgment in the old testament ; 
but { shall principally confine myself to the 
new, iu which the judgment is afterwards 
mcutioned in the most express terms, And 
1 most sincerely believe, that if we had it 
properly impressed upon our minds, we 
should be very careful of all our words and 
actions, and set a constant guard upon our 
lives. In Mat. xii. 36, 37, our blessed 
Saviour not only mentions the day of judg- 
ment, in the most solemn and express terms, 
but represents the account which shall be 
given, in such a manner that I should al- 
most doubt the sincerity of an open and a- 
vowed Infidel, should he sav, after reading 
the text, that he did not believe in a gener- 
al judgment, and future rewards and pun- 
ishments. ‘ But L say unto you, That eve- 
ry idle word which men shall speak, they 


shall give account thereof in the day of 


judgment.. For by thy words thou shalt 
be justified, and by thy words thou shalt 
be condemned.” Paul declared to the A- 
thenians, that “God had appointed a day 
in which he would judge the world ia right- 
eousness, 7” &ec. And when he was called 
to speak before Felix, and his wife Drusil- 
las, concerning the faith in Christ, we find 
that he reasoned of rightecusness,temperance 
and of judgment to come, (not past) until 
Felix wembled, and said, “ Go thy way for 
this time; when I haye a convenient sea- 
son [ will call for thee.” Not so with the 
modern Universatists—for when we reason 
with them on the awful and important gsub- 
ject of a future or general judgment, and of 
rewards and punishments in another mode 
of being, instead of trembling, as Felix did, 
they appear to pity our weakness, and 
smile at our credulity. These remarks 
are not made as referring to all who are 
denominated universalists : For there are 
many who believe in the general judgment, 


and in rewards and punishments after the , 


death of the body ; but that all would even- 
tually be restored tohappiness. Dr. Chaun- 
cy, Winchester, and many other celebra- 
ted preachers are of this sentiment. 
ONE OF YOUR READARS. 
( To be continued.) 


ter in few words, or multum in parvo. May 
the excellency of truth be realized, and the 
plain, undisguised manner of its communi- 
cation, which characterises the above publi- 
cation, be instrumental of enabling thous- 
ands to understand it and with joy to em- 
brace it. 
PROSPECTUS, 

Of the 5th vol. of the Gospel licrald. 

It is deemed superfluous again io repeat 
the often avowed principles on which this 
Paper will be conducted. A reference 
to our former Prospectus will communicate 
all the necessary information on this head ; 
while a recurrence to the past, will be the 
best guaranty for the IMPARTIALITY of our 
future proceedipgs. Our object is the in- 
vestigation of GospeL Trutu. The test. 
mony of GOD, by “all His holy proph- 
ets,’--the asseverations of His Son, * whom 
he hath appointed heir of ald things,” and 
the corroborating witness of Ilis apostles, 
are our evidences of the truth of what we 
admit, and what we assert. In our endea- 
vors to obtain the object mentioned, to 
move as an instrument in the band of God, 
the common Father, the countenance and 
concurrence of the Friends of Truth are so- 
licited, to aid in demolishing the dagon of 
popular error, dissipating the delusions ot 
interested partisans, and erecting the Fab- 
ric of Universal Charity on the ruins of in- 
furiate zeal, and pampered ignorance. To 
that portion of the community, from whose 
faces the vail has been removed to discover 
the turpitude of the modern Missionary ma- 
nia, the Pharisaism of its titled and fatten- 
ed advocates, who gorge upon the spoils of 
sanctified extortion, we look for co-opera- 
tion and support. We strengthen our ap- 
peal, by the declaration, that the columns 
of this Paper shall be open to the worzp, 
and friends and foes be admitted to a parti- 
cipation of all the advantages which can re- 
sult from a free expression of their sentime 
ents, and defence of their views. 

Preparatory to stating the Conditions of 
the fifth volume of the Gospel Herald, it is 
‘proper to communicate tlic premises on 
| which they are founded. 
| Experience, the guide to knowledge, has 
sanctions which prudence and human fore- 
sight must bow te. In all undertakings, 
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whatever may tend to subvert the accom- 
plishment of the purpose of the undertaker, 
must be cautiously guarded against, or par- 


tial defeat will be the result. The Patrons 
of this Paper, of necessjty, are its only co- 
adjutors tor its pecuniary support. Patrons 
in deed, and not patrons in word, will en- 
sure the prosperity of the work, and enable 
its conductor to fulfil his engagements, and 
meet the reasonable expectations of all con- 
cerned ior its continuance. Four years 
experience has taught, that there are those 
who will practise imposition, and that some 
who profess to be “hot,” are scarcely “luke- 
warm” in the cause of all men, Our pa- 
pers have been ordered for distant towns, 
and when forwarded in sufficient quantity 
to destroy a volume, refused to be taken.— 
On other occasions, ordered, and the order 
afterwards denied. Our only mode of co- 
ercing payment, has been to leave subscri- 
bers to follow the bent of their own inclin- 
ation. When the Paper was the exclusive 
property of the editor, during the publishing 
of the First and Second volumes, it was 


tendered gratuitously, at the conclusion of 


them, to all subscribers who considered 
themselves unable to pay. If this is not 
sufficient to exculpate us frem the charge of 
an overweening attachment to the mammon 
of this world, we have nothing more cogent 
‘o offer. We have made sacrifices which 
candor and reason cannot ask to be re- 
peated, and the repetition of which, would 
jeopardize the existence of the establish- 
ment itself. No reason can be given, why 
an individual should, with individual means, 
sustain the burden which belongs to hun- 
dreds, and which divided and mutually 
borne, is no burden at all. The labor, ex- 
pense, and variety of hindrance and exer- 
tion, indispensable to the conduciing a pa- 
per of this description, is far greater than 
ihose unacquainted will imagine. Ordina- 
rily, every humane and Christian feeling 
should incline all to help each other, and 
lacilitate the accomplishment of every thing 
that is conducive te human happiness. In 
‘he present case, there are peculiar claims. 
‘he object in view is of universal interest. 
Individual exertion is insufficient for the 
tusk, It is the duty, and should be the plea- 
“ure, of those professedly interested, to af- 
jurd their mite of aid, and ensure the attain- 
inent of an end they acknowledge to be in- 
valuable. 

Jn accordance with the above stated pre- 
Msgs apd facts,the editor of this paper feels 
uimself honestly and honorably authorized, 
is well as imperiously urged, to call upon 


a 








all sincere and liberal men, who are dispo- 
sed to assist, to countenance the dissemina- 
tion of Truth, and the refutation of Error, 
to aid, at this time, by a strict compliance 
with our Conditions. A compliance with 
this request, will enable us to know our 
Patrons, and effectually guard us again® 
the impasitions of illiberal men, 





From the Gospel Herald. 
Remarks on Canvipus, Continued from 
page 148. 

Second proposition, That a belief of this 
truth will produce a corresponding holiness 
of heart and life. Please to examine the 
reverse of this proposition: A belief that 
God will not pardon sin, without repent- 
ance, &c. and that the lot of every man af- 
ter death will be miserable beyond descrip- 
tion, will infalibly produce holiness of 
heart and life! We ask—will the prospect 
of endless misery awaken gratitude and love 
to Gud, for the misery threatened? Or 
will fear—a slavish fear, produce holiness 
of heart and life? We venture the asser- 
tion, aud challenge contradiction, that fear 
never yet made a Christian! Fear will 
make hypocrites and cowards! Candidus 
would appeal to facts, as follows—* The 
many instances we know of people having 
this belief, (Universalism) and yet living li- 
centious lives, will be a sufficient apology 
fe taking for granted an answer in the 






negative.” Candidus takes two things for 
granted. But we do not admit that believ- 


ers in God’s universal goodness lead licen- 
tious lives. This remains to be proved.— 
The denial of some of the errors of the day, 
and belief of the truth aretwo things. We, 
howewer, will put this objection to the test 

What will you do with the doctrines, desig- 
nated by the names of the doctrines of Cal- 
vin, Hopkins, and Arminius? Or, if you 
please, any religious sect under heaven.—- 
Will you contend that it is proof that the 
doctrines they pretend to believe are false, 
because they are not so good men as they 
pretend tobe? A man’s sincerity, and the 
doctrine or religion he pretends to, are two 
things. That the doctrine of God’s uni- 
versal love is not licentious in its tendency, 
we prove as follows—‘ For the grace of 
God that bringeth salvation to ALL men 
hath appeared, teaching us, (mark this— 
Teaching us,) that, denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously,and godly,in this present world; 
looking for that blessed hope, and the glo- 
rious appearing of the great God, and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself 
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for us, that he might redeem us from all in- 
iguity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works.” ‘Titus ii. 
Paul says, “ I bescech you, therefore, breth- 
ren, by the mercies of God, that you present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept- 
able unto God, your reasonable service.” 
Rom. ii. 

ft is undeniably true, that a belief ina 
doctrine of endless misery, as a punishment 
for sins committed in this life, will, ina 
great measure, restrain the man from sin. 
A contrary supposition would be absurd. 
Indeed, it would be absolutely impossible 
for any man to sin, while his mind was fill- 
ed with the tremendous conviction that end- 
less wretchedness (a horrible idea,) would 
be the price of his sin! The man who 
would subject himself to be imprisoned in 
a dungeon during his natural life, for a rot- 
ten apple, would certainly act move ration- 
al than that man who would risk the end- 
less well-being of his soul, for all the pos- 
sessions which the world contains! But 
you will please to remember, this fire and 
brimstone forever is for our neighbors !— 





God alone can convince Candidus of thy 
effect of faith upon the heart and life of mep 
by making him acquainted with bis “ loy. 
ing-kindness and tender mercies,” and a- 
_wakening in him a gratitude commensurate 
with the blessings of his salvation. Ler 
Candidus however, recollect, that it is his 
duty to love his neighbor as himself. And, 
that when he arrives at this love, (and no 
other will pass the ordeal,) in proportion as 
he has gratitude for his own security and 
hope, will gratitude rise in his bosom, and 
swell to the enormous magnitude of embra- 
cing, in the arms of universal charity, al! 
mankind. In fine, under these circumstan- 
ses, he would be as grateful to God for his 
neighbor’s salvation as for his own. Fo, 
ourselves, we trust we can Say in. sincerity, 
that a knowledge, and consequent belief, or 
faith, in God’s universal goodness, which 
shall be effectual, in his own best time and 
manner, in restoring to holiness and happi- 
‘ness, all mankind, is the greatest incentive 
‘to a course of duty towards God and man, 
‘that ever influenced our conduct, or govern. 
‘ed our actions. Let it likewise be remen- 





Every man has a salvo for himself! With. bered, that we live under a firm conviction, 
the exception of a few poor creatures, more strengthened by observation, by reason, by 
sincere than their teachers, and who have ; scripture, and by experience, that holiness 
given evidence of the sincerity of their faith} and happiness are cause and consequence, 
by the insanity and mental wretchedness That sin will always produce suffering, 
which it has produced, no man believeg it / | and inevitably mar the happiness of mau, 
It is absurdity, to the last extreme, yo in this present mode of being. A consider- 
tend to a belief of this inexpressibly tremen- ation of this part of our subject, introduces 
dous doctrine, and conduct as mankind do. | the objection of Candidus as follows— 

Yea, as our celebrated and overgrown pious; “ Why then, should the spread of the 


doctors of divinity conduct. What! Will Gospel have been so great aa object with 


any man have the face to pretend that he 
believes endless misery will be his portion 


for wrong doing, and, at the same time, live | 


its divine Author and his apostles, if its 
promulgation, and a belief in its doctrines, 
afiect men only in this life, and are not es 


in the commission of sin and iniquity -—/' sential to salvation, in the sense in which 
What, we ask, is the duty required? "Is it they are believed to be essential by the pre- 
less than a perfect love of God and our} Vailing denominations of Christians 7” We 
neighbor? No! Not an iota will be tak- | answer—“God so loved the world, that ue 
en from the requisition to acommodate any gave his only begotton Son, that whosvevei 
pharisee living! Let the wretches who | believeth in him should not perish, but have 
are basking in affluence, and rioting in a-| everlasting life.” Again, “ Life and im- 
bundance, in sight of their brethren’s mis- ‘ mortality are brought to licht by the Gos- 
eries, and who pretend to this faith, meas-, pel.” The Gospel is Good news. Of what: 
ure their duties, and fathom their Aell/—'Ans. That our sins are blotted out as a 
Let them know, that their denunciations a-, cloud! That “God was in Christ recon- 
gainst others, if there is any truth in their ciling the world unto himself, not imputing 
statements,will rebound against themselves; ; their trespasses unto them.” And the pro- 
and that vengeance, in flames, thunders and} phet says, “ Blessed is the man unto whon 
fire, awaits them from an incensed and ter-: the Lord amputeth not sin.” Itisa knowl- 
rific God! Long faces—long prayers—and ; edge of this sublime truth, that fills the 
Jong salaries—may deceive ministers and: mind with peace, and the soul rests secure 
people ; but “ He that sitteth in the Heav- | upon the promises, not for itself alone, but 
éns shall laugh, the Lord shall have them , for the brethren, all mankind! It was, 
in derision.” Psa. ii. l indeed, an instance of unbounded Ipve; 

















which induced our heavenly Father to send 
his Son, to send the news, *‘ the Gospel of 
our salvation,” to “bring life and immor- 
tality to light,” and thus to accomplish his 
purposes of love, and “ in the dispensation 
of the fulness of times to gather together in 
one, all things in Christ.” This is perfect- 
ly reasanable, when we consider, that God, 
# who spared not his own Son, but deliver- 
ed’ him up for us all, how shall he not with 
him also frecly give us all things.” = For 
ourselves, We must say, that we are aston- 
ished at the question, respecting the apos- 
tle’s earnestness to promulgate these “olad 
tidings.” We conceive it to be impossible 
for any man to believe this Divine truth, 
without putting his candle in the hause,that 
it may give light to ail. ‘They, in an espe- 
cial manner, were commissioned by their 
Lord and Master, to testily of his resurrec- 
tion on the truth of which is predicted the 
resurrection and future glory of a sintul 
world. Itis the continual cry of liberal 
minds, who have not arrived to the faith of 
Jesus Christ, that this is “ too good aczs to 
ho true /? Bat, alas! for blinded man.—— 
Red aews—sad tidings—are proclaimed 
with more pleasure, than “ good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people.’’— 
The apostles imitate Ureir maker. He““deth 
not afilict willingly, nor grieve the children 
of men.” ‘They received with the proph- 
et, a divine commission—** Say among the 
heathen, The Lord reigneth 5; the wortd al- 
so shall be established, that it shall not be 
moved. He shall judge the people right- 
eously,? (mercifully !) 

“For this cause T bow my knees unto 
Father of our Lord Christ of 
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is 
named, that he would grant you, according to 
the riches of his glory,to be strengthened with 
might, by his Spirit in the inner man; that 
Chiist may dwell in your hearts by faith: 
that ye benig rooted and grounded in love, 
inay be able to comprehend with all saints, 
what is the breadth, and length, and depih, 
and fieight; and to know the love of Christ 
which passeth knowledge, that ye might be 
filled with all the fulness of God. Now un- 
to him that is able to do exceeding abund- 
antly above all that we ask or think, accor- 
dine to the power thet worketh in us, unto 
him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end. 
Amen.” 


the Jesus 


(To be continued. ) 
Virtue, like the sun, retains its solender, 
‘ao frequently, obscured by clonds. 
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The following interesting correspond- 
ence, from the ** Universalist Magazine,” 
between Satmon Dorron, Esq. of Caven- 
dish, Vt. and Rev. Hosea Baxuov, of Bos- 


ton, will, we feel confident, be acceptable to 
our readers. 


Rev. Hosea BaLiov, 

Sir—My Grand Father, Salmon Dutton, 
Esq. of Cavendish, (Vt.) not being able to 
write himself, has requested me to write 
the following letter to you which I have 
penned verbatim from his own lips. 

A. Wuee rx, Jr. 
Cavendish, May 7, 1824. 

Dear Brother,—These are to inform you 
of tlre present situation of my body and 
mind. I have not enjoyed a well day since 
[ saw you in Mr. Bowen’s office, about the 
24th or 25th of September, 1822, which 
was caused by my taking a bad cold the 
day after convention, on my way to Bos- 
ton. LThave experienced but little pain 
during my sickness, and my mind has beer 
very calm and clear, and my judgment and 
memory remain unimpaired. Ey a long 
and happy experience, I find the sentinient 
[ embraced more than forty years age, 
which was in the meridian of my life, (be- 
ing now in my eighty-first year,) to be a 
good sentiment to live by, as it is a faith 
which works by love, and purifies the heart, 
ses the subject to put his trust in 
Which sentiment 1 obtained by a 
pers ing and prayerful search of the 
scriptures 3 which I was induced to, by the 
different and contradictory systems that were 
taught ia the world. It was my heart’s de- 
sire and prayer to God, that the truth might 
be made clear to my understanding. This 
was all previous to my having any haman 


ne - — —- 






aid. Fihink that the writings of Shippe 


‘Townsend of Boston, and a book written 
by James Relly, were among the first on 
the subject which I read, and which proved 
very instructive to my mind. I think i 
was not many years aiterwards whien I for- 
med an acquaintance with yourself—and 
inashort ume our acqtaintance become 
very intimate, and from your preaching and 
private conversation, I have received much 
iastruction and edification. [ am constrain- 
ed to make mention of this, from sincere 
and humble gratitude to God, for so great 
favors bestowed on me, through your instru- 
mentality. FE find it is not only a good prin- 
| ciple to live by, but also, to die by, as it has 





been a great source of comfort in my old 
-ave, and bed of sickness—My meditations 
‘have been sweet and comfortable, free from 
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] 
] 
; 





1 Psy 





Op ' GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


ee eres we ee ——— 


any fearful apprehensions of an hereafter. 
I view myself now, very near my end, 
and if I could receive a consolatory letter 


from you before I depart, informing me of 


your health and enjoyment, and such other 
Matter as-you may think proper, it would 
be very gratefully received. 

Ifit should be considered, that the sxd- 
stance of this letter, should be worthy a 
place in your Magazine, it is my desire,that 
it may be inserted soon, or in the fifth vol- 
“me of the same. 

This letter being written verbatim from 
my own words, I wish to have it read in the 
game way and manner, as though | had 
written it myself. Andsol remain your 


sincere and loving Brother, 
SALMON DUTTON. 


REPLY. 
Boston, May 11, 1824. 
Venerable Sir and Dear Brother, 





oe al ta — 


son to rejoice with suitable triumph in 
the name of Himto whom every knee shalj 
bow, and whom every tongue shall confess 
to be Lord, to the glory of God, the Fat) 
er. 

My health which was much reduced in, 
consequence of a greater pressure of busi. 
ness, and more incessant labor, alter I came 
to this city, than even a good natural con- 
stitution was able to sustain without dam. 
age, has been, on the whole, improving fo; 
more than two years, and is now better than 
it has been for several years past. I hay. 
likewise the satisfaction of witnessing a tru- 
ly wonderful increase of rational religion 
and liberal principles. Even Orthodoxy 


itself begins’ to borrow some features from 


liberal sentiments, not only to hide some of 


her native defects, but that she may attract 
!attentien by charms wiich are not her own. 


You, my venerable father in Israel, can, 
with the fullest confidence say, as did Sime. 


I return you my sincere thanks for your on of old, when in his withered arms he 


favor of the 7th inst. Although it gives me 
to understand that there is no probability 
of my ever having the satisfaction of seeing 


? you again in this transitory world, yet it 


presents me with your dying testimony in 
honor of that blessed faith, which you long 
since sought and found, and which you have 
ever esteemed as a most precious treasure. 

The opposers of this faith have often 


@id, that it would do to live by, but thatast 
would fail of giving consolation in d 
You, dear brother, are enabled to e 


your friends and the world, that the doc- 
trine which embraces the whole human 
family, as heirs of imrsortality and eternal 
tife, which are brought to light through the 
gospel, has been a constant source of com- 
fort in life, and is now at its close the stafi 
on which you recline in peace. As you 
have been enabled to defend the truth by 
your life and conversation in the world, and 
also by several valuable publications, so it 
seems to be the will of God, that you should 
add your dying testimony to all your past 
efforts to defend and support the truth.— 
Thanks be to God for his goodness. 
Brother Dutton, should this reach you 
while living, ye assured that 1 feel desirous 


of presenting you with my dying testimony | 


tn accordance and in unison with your ewn; 
for though I may have years yet to livein 
this world, yet this communication is no 
doubt, my last to you, 3 and, in a sense, is 
the same as if it were my last to the world. 


We have travelled in mind in great harmo- | 

: } 
ny 3; we have seen wonders wrought in ad- | 
vancing our precious faith, and we have rea- | 


en 


held the blessed Saviour. ‘ Now lettest 
thou thy servant depart in peace, according 
to thy word ; for mine eye have seen thy 
salvation, which thou hast prepared before 


the face of all people; a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Is. 
rae.” 
last moments may be as tranquil as the un- 
ruffled lake, when the soft beams of the set- 
ting sun are reflected from its bosom, and 
leave a promise of a glorious morning to 
come. 


So may it please God, that your 


Yours affectionately, 


HOSEA BALLOU. 





Sympathy.—How sweet is the exercise 


of social affections; they are balm, which, 

. mingled in the bitter cup of grief, allays its 
harshness and subdues its venom. N 
man being can be perfectly miserable so 
long as he can enjoy the sympathy of one 
kindred spul; and even when that is deni- 

_ed, the christian knows there is an ear open 
* the sorrowful sighings of every afllicted 
:eart. 


No hu- 


—_—— -— 


Woe unto him that buildeth his house by 


unrighteousness,and his chambers by wrong. 





{> The Rev. Srepuen R. Suitn, is 


expected to preach in this place on Sun@ay, 
the 13th day of June inst. 
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